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Global Digital Strategies Summit 2019- Argentina

In mid-April, 130 leaders from 70 countries came together in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, to press into the challenges and opportunities of 21st century digital
missions. It was truly an amazing time! Our theme of the week was “New
Wineskins”, and we kicked off the week studying Matthew 9:9-17.  For the remainder
of the week, we talked about what it looks like to lead in our current complex and
unstable world, shared digital ministry successes and failures, collaborated and
problem solved together, and celebrated what God is doing around the world.
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View of Buenos Aires from my hotel room

Women of Digital Strategies

One of the highlights for me was the fact that there were 40 women out of 130
attendees at the Summit! Women are typically underrepresented in the tech industry,
and the same has been true in Cru. But we are trying to change that as women are
absolutely critical to the mission! That is why one of my main focuses in my role is
to coach women and emerging leaders around the world. 

I was able to host an event where we challenged these women to embrace the
calling God has in their lives and to lead courageously in their ministries. It was a
joyful night, and the community that has formed from it has been so fun to see. Right
now, Amy, in a central Asian country, is learning from Melody, the digital strategies
leader in Malaysia, and they are working on a digital summer missions experience
for each of their contexts. 

Please pray for these women as they continue to lead; pray that their faith and hard
work would bear much fruit! 



Pic: The panel at our women’s event, sharing about their experiences in digital. From L to R: So-Young,

CEO of tech company Gnowbe based in Singapore/Silicon Valley; Ann, leader for GodTools app;

Elizabeth, brand new digital strategist in Armenia; Laura, digital strategies leader in Colombia; Melody,

DS leader in Malaysia; Jessie, lead programmer for JesusFilm app.

Thank you! 
I hope as you read the stories in this newsletter you realize your part in this. Thank you
for making it possible for this summit to happen, and for being a part of what God is
doing in these 70 countries represented! I am so grateful for you!  

Snapshots From Around the 

🌎

Jesus is present and active in people’s lives in some of the last places you would
ever imagine! I can’t share much due to security concerns but here’s one thing I can
share: We are celebrating that we have now seen people in the two most closed off
countries in the world (North Korea and Turkmenistan) access some of our
evangelistic content online! Pray for these people! 

~If you’d like to hear more stories, let’s set up a phone call and I can share more! 

Reaching New Caledonia

This island nation is French territory in the South Pacific, and until recently, had no
Christian student movements. Travel to the island is costly and complicated though,
and Karl, the Oceania digital strategies leader who lives in New Zealand, doesn’t
speak French.  So, he enlisted the help of a French pastor he’d met. This pastor
then mobilized a bunch of e-mentors in France to begin reaching out digitally to
students in New Caledonia. From this, they’ve seen the beginnings of a student
movement on the main university! Please pray for Karl and his team as they
continue to find ways to reach all the island nations. 

Photos Below, L to R: Me speaking at the Summit; Enjoying some delicious chorizo sandwiches at the market;

bonding with some of my Orlando teammates in Buenos Aires. 



Praises and Prayer Requests

Praise God for the Summit in Argentina! Please pray for these leaders as they
head back to their countries and continue in their ministries. Pray especially for
those whose lives are at risk because of what they do. 
Pray that digital strategies would increasingly allow us to engage people with
the Gospel in many of the most closed or inaccessible places on Earth. 
Please pray for me as I am currently in the home buying process (or at least
_guring out the best, wisest living situation). Please pray that I would have
wisdom and faith, and that God would provide a place for me to live by the end
of this summer. 
Pray for GDS Summit 2 happening in Ethiopia in June. This is for all of our
leaders who couldn’t make it to Argentina due to visa issues. We are expecting
40 attendees, mainly from Africa and Southeast Asia. 
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